
SCENE 1: - DAY

TESS, 36, a tour guide at Grand 
Mountain National Park, walks 
with, UNCLE JORDIE, a 61 year old 
male his nephew, ISAAC 30, and 
his fiancee, Emily, 22, along a 
steep mountain trail.

TESS
Are you okay, Jordie? Do we need to stop?

JORDIE
I’m fine. I’m fine.

TESS
You’re sure now?

JORDIE
Don’t worry about me, Tess, this ain’t my first rodeo.

ISAAC
Is you’re knee okay, Uncle Jordie? 

JORDIE
Would everybody stop worrying about me and my knees. I’m 
fine! Fine!

ISAAC
(to Tess)

He had a titanium knee replacement three years ago.

TESS
Last year someone with two prosthetic legs made this hike 
with ease, so I’m sure Uncle Jordie will do just... fine.

EMILY
Well, I for one could use a short break. Just a shorty. Is 
that okay with everyone?

JORDIE
I say we keep moving. We’re burning daylight.

TESS
Let’s take ten, and enjoy where we are.



People drop their packs and, sit 
except for Jordie who pulls out a 
a jerky stick and eats. They take 
in the panorama. 

EMILY
My god, it is so incredible. I’d love to put a chalet type 
house right here. Wouldn’t you, Isaac? 

ISAAC
Um... well, it’s like right on the trail, honey. Don’t think 
we can do that.

EMILY
I wasn’t saying right here in this exact spot. Use your 
imagination, Isaac. God...

JORDIE
(to Tess)

Ten minutes yet?

She looks at her watch.

TESS
Nope. Only seven. Three to go.

ISAAC
Wow. I can see for miles. Emsie, check out that snow covered 
mountain peak way off in the distance there. See it?

EMILY
Ooh. Yeah. That is so awesomely beautiful. Now that would be 
a great place to put the chalet.

JORDIE
I don’t know abut anybody else, but I’m ready to roll.

TESS
Cool your jets, Rambo. Plenty of hiking left.

EMILY
Oh, look, on the next hill. A jogger.

ISAAC
Not the best place to jog. Too rocky.
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Tess takes a closer look.

TESS
Um... he’s not jogging. He’s running.

ISAAC
Running. Jogging. What’s the difference?

TESS
The difference is, you’re jogging if it’s a pleasant Sunday 
morning before breakfast. You’re running when you’re being 
chased by a Grizzly Bear.

Everyone springs to their feet.

EMILY
A what?!

ISAAC
Where!?

EMILY
I didn’t know there were Grizzly Bear’s here!

(to Isaac))
Why didn’t you tell me there were Grizzly Bears here?!

JORDIE
Told you we should be moving.

ISAAC
Where’s the bear? I see a guy running. I don’t see a bear. 

TESS
Right behind the man in red sweats, about two hundred feet, 
is the Grizz.

EMILY
Oh, my god! I see it! That poor man. He’s so fat. How’s he 
going to out-run it? Hurry, fatty!

JORDIE
Looks like he’s trying to get to that Jeep parked at the top 
of the ridge.
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ISAAC
That bear is closing awful fast. Shit. Run! Run!

EMILY
He fell! He fell! Oh, my god. Get up! Get up! Get up, Fatty!

TESS
Oh, Jesus. Let’s stay calm everybody.

JORDIE
Better move his fucking ass.

ISAAC
Oh, god. I cannot watch this!

He turns away, then peeks.
He’s got up. Run!

EMILY
Run for your life, fatty! You can do it!

TESS
Looks like the bear stumbled and fell down.

EMILY
Oh, hurry fatty, now’s your chance. Run!

JORDIE
What the hell kind of bear stumbles?

Tess takes out a pair of Binoculars and focuses 
on the scene.

TESS
The bear didn’t trip, it looks like fatty -- I mean, the man -- used bear spray.

ISAAC
Good. Looks like he made it to the car.

EMILY
Go fatty, go! Get in!

JORDIE
Yeah, get yourself home, buddy. You just dodged a bullet.

EMILY
Is he in?
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TESS
He’s in. He’s safe..

Everyone cheers wildly and high fives.

TESS
Hey! Quiet, guys. 

The group quiets.

TESS
That bear is acting awfully strange.

ISAAC
How do you mean?

TESS
I don’t know. He’s standing up. 

JORDIE
Yeah, I can see that from here. Big fucker too.

TESS
And it’s like he’s looking right at us. Odd. Never seen anything like that. 

JORDIE
He’s just trying to intimidate us.

EMILY
It’s working.

TESS
If I didn’t know any better I would think he’s pointing at us with his big ole claws.

EMILY
That’s not possible. Is it?

ISAAC
Hah! Guess he doesn’t like  being  bear sprayed. That’s good to know, because if he wants 
another dose, we can accommodate him. Right, Emsie?

EMILY
You betcha, honey. Right in the kisser.

(to the bear in a baby voice.)
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Ooh, that must hurt.  That’ll teach you to mess with humanity. Now go home to your 
mamma, Smoky! The show’s over! Aw, pootie, pootie pootie, he’s kind of cute. He’s  a sad 
widdle bear.

ISAAC
Honey, don’t antagonize him. And he’s not that widdle.

EMILY
He can’t hear us.

TESS
Actually their hearing is twice that of a humans. So, yes, he can hear us.

EMILY
What’s next,  you’re going to tell me he understands English?

JORDIE
Nothing else to see here.  Come on. We need to move out.

TESS
Okay, now he’s -- this is really strange...

ISAAC
What? What’s he doing now? 

TESS
He just tore off a huge branch from that pine tree, and now...

Everyone stares with intensity.

TESS
... He’s swinging it around and around and... he’s throwing it across the canyon it at us!

The group follows to arc of the throw until it hits 
the ground.

ISAAC
Holy shit. I didn’t know a bear could throw like that.

TESS
Ut-oh! He’s coming for us!

JORDIE
Can we get the fuck outta here now?! Please!?
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Everyone is in a panic mode. Gathering their 
packs and bumping into each other.

TESS
Don’t panic! But hurry the hell up!

ISAAC
(to Emily)

Get out the bear spray.

EMILY
What?

ISAAC
The bear spray. The bear spray. Get the bear spray out. We’re gonna need it..

EMILY
Hon, I... I thought you had it.

ISAAC
What? No! Why would I have it? 

EMILY
Because you just talked about it like you had it!

ISAAC
I put it on the bed to be packed for the hike. Remember? It was a cylinder-like tube in a 
black case.

EMILY
Oh, that’s what that was? I thought it was your coffee thermos. Isaac.  Remember how we 
talked about you giving up coffee because it makes you anxious?  Anyway, I needed the 
room to pack our tuna fish sandwich.

ISAAC
What!? 

EMILY
I was worried about your caffeine intake.

TESS
Hey guys! We don’t  have time for this.  An angry bear is on its way.
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ISAAC
Tess! Where’s yours? You’re the guide. You have to carry bear spray. Right?

TESS
Not necessarily. I’ve had dozens of bear encounters and I have never had cause to even 
think about using bear spray, which I consider too violent of an intervention on an animal.  
But let’s not panic. Instead, let’s gather ourselves and figure out what we’re going to do. 
Emily!

EMILY
Yes!

TESS
 Keep an eye out for the bear.

Emily stands lookout.

TESS
If we all stand close together we will look bigger to the bear and it may not attack.

ISAAC
If we all stand close we’ll just look like a bigger meal.

JORDIE
I say we stand and fight. Four against one. Everyone grab a rock.

Jordie begins picking up rocks.

ISAAC
We can’t fight off a five-hundred pound Grizzly Bear.

TESS
More like nine hundred pounds. Emily. Where is the bear?

EMILY
About half way here. Oh my god, he’s really coming.

ISAAC
Let’s get the fuck outta here! Emily! Come on!

TESS
Do not leave your post, Emily!

EMILY
Yes, sir... I mean, Ma’am. 
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TESS
I’m telling you all, we need to stick together.

Jordie has armful of large rocks.

JORDIE
We need to stand and  fight.

EMILY
Oh my god, it’s coming closer. I can see the foam in it’s mouth. It’s coming! 

JORDIE
Shit!

Uncle Jordie panics and drops the rocks on his 
foot. He hops around in pain.

Tess goes over to Emily and looks down at the 
bear. She jumps back in fear.

ISAAC
I say we run! You know what they say, you don’t have to out-run the bear, you only have 
to out-run the slowest person.

Everyone turns their attention to Uncle Jordie.

JORDIE
Now wait a second here.

Suddenly, and out of nowhere, Tess takes off 
running.  Everyone watches her in stunned 
amazement . Emily and Isaac exchange a look 
and are about to run when Jordie grabs the straps 
of their back packs and drops like an anchor. 

ISAAC
Let go, you maniac!

JORDIE
You wouldn’t leave your old Uncle Jordie, would ya? Remember the time I took you to the 
County Fair. Took you on the Whirley Dippy.  Bought you that corn dog!?

ISAAC
Yes, but I wanted a cheese burger! Remember? I cried all the way home. Now let go!
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EMILY
You never took me to a County Fair, so you can let me go! The bear’s coming. Please.

ISAAC
Okay, Uncle Jordie. You win. We’ll fight him off with rocks. Now let go so we can pick 
the rocks.

JORDIE
I don’t believe you. You always were a liar. You little shit. You’re going down with me!

EMILY
Hey. Wait. Where is that bear? He should have been here by now.

Uncle Jordie lets go. Emily rises and walks 
carefully to the edge and looks down.

ISAAC
Careful, Emsie.

EMILY
I don’t.... see it.

ISAAC
What?

EMILY
He’s not there. It’s not anywhere.  I swear. It’s gone! (laughing.) It’s gone!

Isaac and Uncle Jordie get up to check for 
themselves. They look down and begin to laugh 
too.

JORDIE
Well I’ll be damned, it is gone.  I’ll tell ya’ that was quite a rush.

EMILY
Wonder where it went. 

ISAAC
Home to his cave I hope.

Coming from OFF STAGE, a blood curdling 
scream.  They freeze.
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EMILY
What was that?

ISAAC
I don’t know. It came over there.

JORDIE
The bear...

ISAAC
That was no bear.

EMILY
But who --

JORDIE
Tess.

ISAAC
Oh, my god, did the bear run ahead and ambush Tess?

JORDIE
It appears that way.

ISAAC
What the hell kind of bear does that?

EMILY
Oh, my god. Here it comes. It’s walking towards us. It’s coming.

ISAAC
Oh jeez,, looks like we have to stand and fight.

They arm themselves with rocks as the Bear 
enters.  A human body in overall denims, and a 
bear mask.  The bear paces back and forth, 
unsettling the humans.

BEAR
What are you creatures doing in my world?  I’m pretty upset right now. One of your kind, 
only a lot larger, spit a vile substance in my face. I could not breath. I could not see. I was a 
mess. For what? Because I smelled gooey sweet food in his bag and wanted some?! 

JORDIE
Stay calm. If he attacks, everyone throw together.  And go for the head.
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BEAR
I heard someone at a camp site call them sticky buns. It smelled like the large man had 
many of them in his bag. 

BEAR
I’ve never been that angry before. I was so angry I ripped a branch from a very big tree. I 
ripped it and sent it in the air towards you.  I’ve never sent anything into the air before, well 
maybe a salmon or two, and one time a hunting, but not like that.  I do don’t even know 
what that is! My mother never taught me how to send things through the air!

EMILY
Why’s it growling?

BEAR
Why are you holding those rocks in your paws. Are you going to send those rocks through 
the air at me? How would you like it if I sent this right back --

He spots a huge boulder and lifts it over his head 
threateningly.

-- at you?

ISAAC
What the hell is going on?

JORDIE
We should put the rocks down. Easy now.

Slowly, they put the rocks down. 

The Bear puts down its boulder.

ISAAC
That’s one intelligent bear.

BEAR
Yes, I am. And I’m relatively harmless too.

EMILY
But, but, but, what if he attacks us? I mean, it like, it’s already killed Tess!

BEAR
I said, relatively. I am a bear after all. So all bets are off when you’re in my domain.

The bear sniffs the air.
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JORDIE
It’s smelling something. What do you guys got in that bag?

EMILY
Tuna fish.

JORDIE
You don’t to be holding tuna fish right now.

ISAAC
 Emily, give the bear the tuna fish sandwich.

Emily rummages through her backpack and pulls 
out a can of bear spray.

EMILY
Oh, wow, look at this. I guess I did pack your coffee after all.

ISAAC
The bear spray! Give to me!

He takes it and aims the bear spray at the bear.

BEAR
Oh, that’s the way it’s gonna be, huh? You’re going to spit on me?  Well, I’m ready for you 
this time.

The bear crouches and roars. Isaac’s hand shakes 
violently as he holds his aim.

JORDIE
Hold on. Now every body stay calm. First off, Isaac, put the goddamn bear spray down. 

Reluctantly, Isaac lowers the spray.

Now Bear, we don’t want any trouble. We’re just passing through. Emily. Get out that 
sandwich. Nice and easy now.

Emily takes out the sandwiches.

JORDIE
Slide them over to the bear.

Emily slides them to the bear. The unwraps the 
sandwich and daintily eats the sandwich.
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ISAAC
Wow. I’ve never seen just a well mannered bear.

EMILY
Should I give him a napkin?

JORDIE
No. No. Let’s get while the gettin’s good. Come on, Isaac, I’ll buy you that cheeseburger.

The humans carefully exit the stage.

The Bear turns to the audience.

BEAR
Did he say cheeseburger? 

CURTAIN

ISAAC
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